UTILITIES ELEMENT
INTROGUCTION

Hermosa Beach shares a problem endemic to coastal communities, that of utility
"blight. As a community of predominately small lots and narfow streets on
frregular terrain, the.impa;t of '"helter skelter't utility arrangements fis
maghnified. As the South Coast Regional Commission has noted in its study'of
of the area, a critical amenity fesource is being seriously marred by a jungle
of ill plannad and ill placed poles and Qires. Hot only are such lineg unat-

tractive, they can also be a hazard with falling high powered lines or heavy

poles in case of disasters such as earthquakes, high winds, or vehicla colli-

sions.

In 1233 Hermosa Beach took its first steps toward rectifying this preblem with
the adoption of an undergreunding ordinance that provided enabling legisiation

for the City to establish undergrounding districts. In 1972 the City embarked

cn a successful undergrounding district Tn southern portions of town. The
City has also removed overhead wiring on much of Monterey 3oulevard, Another
is in .

area the City has attempted to deal with undergrounding of utilities

new subdivision requirements, including condominiums.

All of these actions serve to ameliorate parts of the problem, but what is
‘neeced is a comprenensive review of the utility situation and a program of

_coordinated policy to deal with the question for the next five to ten years.
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The Utility Element will attempi to do t
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‘Based-on_discussions by the City Council, Cify Manager, and Staff, a consensus
developed as to the need for a Utility Element. In priofity this element would
follow the mandated elements and the Economic Element. Thé U£ility Element was
seen as a coordinated element with tﬁe Safety Element and with city building,
undergrounding, zonihg, and subdivision ordinancés. It was perceived as sn

‘Iintermediate time rance oriented element (present to ten vears:as primary focus),

ASSUMPTIONS

-

1. The City of Hermosa Beach has the power to influence the qualiiy and type
of utilities within its jurisdiction,

2. Uaderground utilities are preferable to overhead sysiems because of safety,

‘better use of land area, and aesthetics. -
3. The City should seell to work with all .utilities, property owners, and its

oxn capital improvements to effect a coordinated on-going program to

eventually effectuate total undergrounding for the City

..r.‘

uitility planning and regulation shouid be coordinated and inclusive of all

utitity services - electric power, television cable, telephone, gas, water,

and sewer.

GOALS/0JECTIVES AD POLICIES
1.’ All new subdivisions shall be totally underground and shall have a complete
wtility plan épproved by the City before a map shall be approved. A similar
requirement. for a utility plaa shéuld.be created for all new construction
and remodeiihg over $15,000, | |

The City shall develop and systematically follow a schedule of undergrounding

of utility service, and with the aid of underground districts, which are to

bz created in coacert with the schedule, the undergrounding of private ser-

vice comiactions is, to be accomplished within reasonable time periods,




Goalstbjectchs and Policies (cont.)

3. All wutilities wnich wish Lo locate new tranéhiﬁsion or distribution faci~-
lities within the City shall have to have type and location approved by
fhe City Engineer. In all cases the appropriate 190 Amp service box and
a sweep shall be the minimum provided for future underground service,

4. All trenching for undergrounding shall be designed to.aécomodate television
cable as well as power lines and telephone. |

5. 2209 Funds and Lighting District Funds are to be used to underground all
overhead utilities and underground lichting power lines for arteriél and
collectar streets within Hermosa Beach within the next twenty years.

-

5. ~All new commercial, industrial, or residential construction and remodels

of more than $15,000 shall underground utilities to the nearest available
pawer source,

‘7. Overhead wooden lishting poles shall be replaced with underground marbelite

type poles.

3. The City Engineer will begin a systemaiic review of the sewer capacity for
the City, and shall comment on all residential projects of ever three units

as to that capacity.

9. The removal of wires apd poles by the utilities aand all non-energized wires.
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