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APPENDIX C

BEACH ACCESS - RECREATION

Beach Access

Access for both the beach and the downtown shopping area of the City
utilize the same streets. The two major access routes are Hermosa and
Pier Avenues. Collector-type routes serving these access routes are
Pacific Coast Highway, 2nd Street, 8th Street, Manhattan Avenue, Monterey
Boulevard and Herondo Avenue. As Figure XV illustrates, there are many
areas within the Coastal Zone providing direct vehicle access to the
beach. The majority of these, however, are located near the downtown
commercial area and the Municipal Pier. Beach user "drop-off" points are
located at 22nd Street, 10th through 15th Streets and 2nd Street. Good
turn around (cul-de-sac) access is located on 22nd and 2nd Streets, and
Pier Avenue. Many beach visitors utilize these streets to drop-off
passengers in the morning and as pick-up points later in the day.

In addition to the vehicle access/drop-off areas, there are 22 walk-
streets and 19 alleys heading toward the beach from Hermosa Avenue. The
alleys service the residential and commercial access needs up to and
alcng Beach Drive. The walkstreets provide a unique and valuable access
resource as well as open space for the City's residents. The many beach
access points fronting on the Strand encourage both an even distribution
of beach users along the coast as well as a non-vehicle oriented 1living
environment. :

Access to the beach for both residents and non-residents is not a limit-
ing factor on the use of the beach. Parking, as discussed previously,
does, however, 1imit the potential number of beach users within the City.
As the City has increased in population and density, the number of avail-
able parking spaces for both residents and non-residents within the
Coastal Zone has diminished.

Focal points along the beach are related to the major vehicle access
"drop-off" areas and to commercial uses along the Strand. Figure XVII
illustrates the general beach population distribution. Major areas of
concentration occur near the Municipal Pier, 2nd Street and 24th Street.
Over 20% of the total beach population occurs within the four block area
from 10th through 14th Streets. The area of least beach user concentra-
tion is in North Hermosa from 26th Street through 35th Street.

Street design, specifically turn-around areas near the beach, are impor-
tant in providing beach access for non-coastal users. Only two streets,
2nd and Pier Avenue, are large enough for a complete 360 degree automo-
bile turn-around. The other beach vehicle access streets do not provide
complete turn-around areas and drivers must perform various backup maneu-
vers. These backup maneuvers result in street congestion and increase
the potential for accidents between vehicles and beach-headed pedes-
trians. 1Illegal parking also contributes to the traffic congestion on
the access streets and creates many problems for adequate turn-around

maneuvers.




Figure XV
Direct Beach Access
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During the summer months, problems in providing beach access is most
severe as illegal parking increases within the turn-around areas and on
nearby dead end streets.

To facilitate a more efficient vehicle access to the beach, the turn-
around areas along 10th, 11lth, 13th, 14th, 15th and 22nd Streets should
be improved. The design for vehicle access in the CBD may be improved by
directing traffic one-way along Beach Drive creating a circular drive-
through area between the streets, i.e. drive through from 15th to 14th
with drop-off points on 14th and Beach Drive. Conversion of the remain-
ing portions of 15th and 14th Streets (i.e. that area from Beach Drive to
the Strand) could be established as walk areas, additional parking areas,
or as a parkette. Closing off the west side of both 14th and 15th
Streets provides an area of 9600 sq. ft. As a parkette, this area could
complement both the existing residential/commercial development in the
area as well as any proposed development on the Biltmore site.

Beach survey statistics show that the majority of the beach users (75%)
frequent the same beach location. Hermosa residents, naturally, compose
the largest segment of beach users; however, Torrance, Redondo Beach and
Manhattan Beach residents compose the next three largest beach visitor
source. Surprisingly, non-residential visitors compose between 65-70% of
the least populated beach areas whereas Hermosa Beach residents compose
almost 45% of the heavily impacted Municipal Pier area and over 60% of
the four block area just north of the Pier.

Additional focal centers within the Coastal Zone are the commercial
establishments near the beach. As Figure XVIII illustrates, there is a
large concentration of restaurants, restaurant/bars, and bars within a
three block area of the Municipal Pier. These uses by themselves attract
a large clientele and add to the crowding within the downtown/ beach
area. Although many beach users do utilize the commercial facilities
along Pier Avenue, it is unknown what percentage they make up. It is
also unknown what percentage of the customers at the restaurants and bars
actually utilize the beach for recreation.

From expense estimates, the beach user does not provide an economic
benefit to many of the downtown businesses. Over 90% of the beach users
surveyed in 1978 estimated they would spend less than $5.00 in Hermosa.
The majority of expenses accrued by the visiting beach user was for
parking costs. Almost 45% of those surveyed expected their costs to be
only for parking. As Table XVIII illustrates, total costs to the City
far exceed potential revenues received via the beach visitor.

Throughout the year, congestion, specifically in and near the Municipal
Pier, has generated much concern for the City. Clear skies and warm
summer days have at times during the past several years brought beach
crowds in excess of 100,000 people. During crowds of this size, the
access points crowd with upwards of 10-15,000 people during the day. The
Strand within the Pier area becomes impassible to nearly all beach users.
Non-coastal dependent uses such as bikeriding, rollerskating or skate-
boarding become very difficult in the area due to the large number of
people.
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TABLE XVIII )
BEACH REVENUE/EXPENDITURE CALCULATIONS ix<}

A. Revenue

Type Amount of Loss Note
Sales Tax $ 19,900 50% of downtown only
Business License 8,000 Takeout & Spec. shops
Parking 44,000 No paid parking
Fines 47,000 No parking tickets
Interest 10,000 Reduced base
$128,000
B. Expenditures
Function Amount of Reduction : Note
| General Government $ 98,000 : 20% of 492,000**
| Retirement 20,000 25% of 81,000%**
| Insurance 12,000 20% of 60,000%*
| Dept. of Public Works 10,000 20% of 52,000%*
| Parking 16,000 ' Elim. of function N
| Parks & Recreation 11,000 . . See index to expend ()
Police 203,000 " e " <

Streets, 1gts., storm dr. 183,000 " “on

$553,000

**Due to lower overall base and employees

C. Balance

If no non-residents:

Expehditure savings $553,000
Loss of revenue -$128,000

Therefore, net cost of
accepting non-residents
is: $425,000

Cost of providing own
lifeguard and beach
cleaning service: -$ 75,000

Therefore adjusted net
cost of accepting non-
residents is: $350,000

Source: 1972, Beach Development Plan, City of Hermosa Beach
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The majority of Strand users in and near the Municipal Pier are not for
the most part active in recreational activities other than walking.
Many people, especially during the peak summer months, never leave the
Pier area. Bike riding, rollerskating or jogging are not the most
prevalant activities within the area but rather standing with friends
seems to be the most popular activity. Concentrations of these people
are near the food and beverage serving places or along the Strand wall.

The mixture of recreational and commercial uses along the Strand pro-
motes crowd gathering and establishes locations for enforcement prob-
lems. According to Police Department reports, the major areas of
concern are located from the downtown area from 10th Street to 14th
Street and from 2nd Street south to the City's boundary. The serious
crowd control problems associated during the summer periods relate to
alcohol and drug abuse and illegal possession, vandalism and burglary.
During the summer months and on weekends, beach enforcement personnel
increases approximately 2-5%. This increase, in the form of patrols,
covers the Strand and Pier areas.

\

Recreation

Hermosa Beach has historically been a primary beach recreational area
for the South Bay. During the early part of this century, the City was
a popular resort area for the elite of the Los Angeles community.
Although the resort character of Hermosa Beach has changed to a full
service community, the beach still attracts beach visitors numbering in
the millions. Swimming, strolling, sunbathing and fishing have consis-
tently been the most popular activities along the beach. Surfing, since
the 1950's, has also established itself as a very popular recreational
activity for non-residential beach visitors.

In conjunciton with the beach, the Strand area has provided an area for
other recreational activities. Originally designated as a walkway, the
Strand has historically been utilized as a bikeway and rollerskating
path. Today, Strand activities include jogging, biking, rollerskating
and skateboarding as well as walking. Over the years, the Strand has
become an increasingly popular place for these outdoor recreational
activities. The Strand, as well as the beach, is expected to continue
as the focal point for recreational activities within the City as well
as the South Bay area.

Existing Beach Uses

The variety of recreational activities on and near the beach can be
separated between coastal and non-coastal dependent uses. Coastal
dependent uses generally are those uses that require the beach or the
ocean as an integral part of the activity. As Table XIX illustrates,
the number of and popularity of non-coastal dependent activities far
outweigh the coastal dependent uses.



TABLE XIX ‘

PRIMARY BEACH RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES*

Coastal Dependent X Non-Coastal Dependent %
. Swimming 23% .Sunbathing 37%
.Surfing 9% Running 6%
Sightseeing/Photography 4% Socializing 5%
.Fishing 1% .Volleyball 4%
Sand Castle Building 1% Bicycling** 4%
Treasure Hunting 1% Rollerskating/Skateboarding** 3%
.Walking 1%

.Picnicking 1%

Kite/Frisbee Flying 1%

38% : 62%

* Beach Survey conducted August 1978

. Beach Preferred Uses

**Bicycling, rollerskating and skateboarding users did not
compose a reportable percentage of beach users in 1970.

Not surprisingly, swimming and sunbathing are the most popular recrea-
tional activities along the beach. From surveys conducted in both 1970
and again in 1978 (see Appendix F), these two traditional activities
make up a consistent 60% of the reasons why people use the beach in
Hermosa. Since 1970, three non-coastal activities have grown in
popularity--jogging, bicycling and rollerskating. These three activi-
ties, which now account for 13% of the activities along the beach,
reflect the preference of many people to both enjoy the scenery and
fresh air of the beach as well as their favorite recreational activity.

Los Angeles County Department of Beaches has estimated that the beach
attendance within Hermosa Beach has decreased significantly over the
past five years. From these estimates beach attendance on a yearly
basis has shown a consistent decrease. Beach attendance has dropped 65%
over the past nine years. The largest decrease occurred between 1973
(6,724,000 beach visitors) and 1974 (3,930,350 beach visitors), a 41.5%
decrease.

Using County figures, both Hermosa Beach and Manhattan Beach show a
tremendous decline in beach attendance while attendance at Redondo Beach
and especially at Santa Monica has grown over the past five years (see
Figure XX). The total attendance estimates for Hermosa Beach seem very
questionable on two counts; 1) that the yearly estimates from 1970-73
were excessively high, averaging over 17,000 people per day or equal to
the total City population during these years; and 2) that recent beach
attendance figures reflect an accurate estimate of people attending the
beach. The 1978 beach attendance on a per day average calculates out to
6,000 people. This figure by itself shows a tremendous number of people
enjoying the City's beach recreational area.
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Although statistics are not available on the increase in the numbers of

Strand users,
rollerskaters,
in Strand use.

Year
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
11975
1976
1977

1978

the substantial increase in the percent of bikeriders,
and skateboard users does reflect a tremendous increase

TABLE XX

YEARLY BEACH ATTENDANCE

Attendance % Change
6,389,800 -

6,398,952 + 0.1
5,321,255 - 16.8
6,724,000 + 24.5
3,930,350 - 41.5
4,190,400 + 6.6
4,322,375 | + 31
2,008,000 - 53.5
2,243,050 + 11.7

1970 to 1978

65.0

Source: Los Angeles County Department of Beaches

The decline in reported beach attendance as identified by the Los Angeles
County Department of Beaches through the past nine years is the result
of five factors; they are:

The period from 1970-76 reflected larger beach attendance, due to
warmer and dryer weather.

The weather during 1977-78 was wetter and cooler and resulted to
lower beach attendance.

South Bay residents during this period (1977-78) began traveling
out of the area for recreational purposes.

(Er/j
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Estimates from the Los Angeles County Department of Beaches in
recent years have become more accurate and realistic and are lower
than the previous years estimates. From 1977 to 1978 the atten-
dance at the beach has actually increased.

The reduction of children living within the City and regional area
has deminished.

Monthly beach attendance, as expected, is greatest during the summer
months. Almost 57% of the yearly beach attendance occurs during the
. summer months of June, July and August. August has the largest beach
attendance of any month garnering almost 23% of the yearly attendance
and averaging almost 300,000 people since 1970. December, on the other
hand, represents the lowest monthly beach attendance--averaging only 2%
of the total yearly beach attendance and 3,000 people per day.

TABLE XXII

BEACH VISITOR COMPOSITION

Residence Composition  Percent
1970 1978

Hermosa Beach* ' 42;5% , ". 34%
South Bay Area ‘ 29.5% 30%
Other L.A. Region 21.0% 20%
Other California o 4%
Other States 7.0% 8%
International 4%
*Noté: 96% of the beach visiting Hermosans surveyed live west of

the railroad tracks.

Although beach attendance has shown an overall decrease, the activities
along the Strand have had a tremendous growth. The Strand has histori-
cally been an area where families and friends have walked, bicycled and
rollerskated the length of Hermosa Beach. Within the past five years,
however, the Strand has been exposed to a greater influx of bicyclists
arriving from the completed County bike route and from rollerskaters who
now are able to rent skates on the Strand. The increases in uses along
the Strand, expecially in and near the downtown area, has created con-
flicts for bikeriders, rollerskaters, skateboard users and strollers.
Peak times for this multiple demand along the Strand is from 10:00 a.m.
to 3:00 p.m.

S
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Bikeriding, rollerskating and skateboarding by themselves do not create
a safety or health hazard to users of the Strand. Together, however,
these uses create a crowded and congested thoroughfare. The area near
the Municipal Pier is especially prone to crowded conditions as this is
the main beach user drop-off point as well as a commercial extension of
the downtown shopping district. Crowds in this area are a mixture of
both beach users, Strand users, commercial customers and people who are
just there to enjoy "the action". The conjunction of uses has, over the
past few years, resulted in reducing the enjoyment of the Strand and
beach area as a prime family recreational area.

TABLE XXIII
BEACH USER AGE BREAKDOWN

Less than 20 36%
20 - 35 52%
35 - 50 9%
50 - 65 3%
65 + A -

The congestion and incompatible mixture of uses on the Strand results in
the situation where the recreational needs of the community are mini-
mally being met. The congestion within the Pier area does not provide
for the maximum enjoyment of the beach. Separation of uses could allow
more freedom to enjoy the existing recreational activities on the beach
as well as on the Strand. Safety problems which arise in the congested
areas would also be lessened if separation occurred.

At present, the recreational needs being met at the beach and Strand are
geared toward younger people (teenagers, young adults). The recrea-
tional needs for children and older residents of the City are being
ignored. The Strand is no longer a pleasant place for a quiet walk but
rather a menagerie of bikes and rollerskaters. Benches and other rest
areas do not exist where people can enjoy the beach. The only area to
sit along the Strand is on the Strand wall itself or the sand.

The Pier-head area at the intersection of the Strand and Pier Avenue is
a natural gathering spot. Large numbers of people are attracted to this
intersection because of the easy beach access, nearness of the majority
of off-street parking, the commercial uses on the Strand, the Pier
itself and the bathrooms. This area is a large expanse of unattractive
cement that turns into a very congested rollerskate and skateboard rink
or hangout spot. Landscaping within the Pier area is very minimal, as
is landscaping elsewhere along the Strand. This area, at present,
promotes a barren and unfriendly atmosphere. Additionally, greenery in
the area would soften the visual- effect along the Strand as well as-
attract people of all age groups.



Non-Beach Recreation Areas

Within the City, there are many additional recreational areas other than
the beach or the Strand, most are located within Area 3 of the Coastal
Zone. Valley Park and Clark Athletic Field provide the greatest variety
for recreational activities. Recreational facilities which are provided
are: baseball fields (soft and hard ball), soccer and football fields,
tennis courts, volleyball courts, picnic tables, barbeque pits, lawnbowl-
ing courts and playground areas (swings, tire obstacle courses, etc.).
In addition to these two sites, two school playgrounds/athletic field
areas are also open for recreational use. Both Middle and South schools
provide playground areas as well as baseball, soccer fields and basket-
ball courts. ) :

The Pier Avenue Community Center, recently purchased by the City, will
provide an additional recreational area for residents of the City. The
Pier Avenue Community Center site provides both indoor and outdoor
basketball courts.as well as outdoor tennis courts. Although specific
development plans have not been formalized yet, the Community Center is
expected to provide location for many recreational-oriented services for
the community.

The existing inland recreational areas provide a balanced recreational
resource for the community Both the parks and school open space areas
primarily serve 1local and neighborhood needs. Recreational demand on
these facilities is not as great as along the Strand or beach and con-
flicting uses are not a significant problem. :

A potential open space area within the City is the Atchison, Topeka and

Santa Fe Railroad right-of-way. The railroad right-of-way traverses the -

City north to south and could act as an open space connection between the
parks and schools. Although unsanctioned by the railroad company, the
right-of-way is utilized as a jogging path and as a dog walking path.
The City at present does have a request with the railroad company to
permit a jogging trail along the right-of-way; however, the railroad has
not officially granted its okay. '

Regional Importance of Pier

The Municipal Pier has been a historical point throughout the City's
existence. Fishing from and strolling along the Pier have always been
popular pastimes. The Pier provides fishing for an average of 50 fish-
ermen per day during the summer months and up to 30 fishermen per day
during the other times of the year. Most of the fishermen are 1local
residents, as both Manhattan and Redondo Beach have similar pier areas
for fishing. The Pier as a fishing facility is not of significant impor-
tance; however, as a local recreational resource, it is very important.

Recreation Trends

Over the past nine years, the variety of activities in and near the
beach, the number and type of beach users, and the local resident use of
the beach has changed. o
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A summary of trends established over the past nine years are:

Beach attendance, as calculated by the Los Angeles County Depart-
ment of Beaches, shows a significant drop. These figures are
questionable, however, as to the yearly consistency. The City
feels that the last few years are more reflective of the actual
beach attendance and that the increase in beach attendance from
1977 to 1978 indicates the actual trend for the area.

Ocean swimming (coastal-dependent) and sunbathing (non-coastal-
dependent) remain as the most popular beach activities.

Non-coastal dependent (i.e. not dependent on either the beach or
the ocean for participation) now compose the bulk (68%) of the
activities beach visitors enjoy in the City's Coastal Zone.

Bicycle riding and rollerskating has increased to where 7% of all
beach users now utilize the Strand for this purpose whereas nine
years ago these activities were less than %%.

Non-resident beach parking has been reduced due to increased local
residential parking demand.

Local use of'the beach by residents has decreased by 8.5%, whereas
non-L.A. region (other states, international) users have increased
an almost equal amount. ‘

That the percentage of younger beach users has decreased and been
replaced by younger adults. (This may reflect the overall popula-
tion trend, whereas new residents in the area have less children
and are in their mid-twenties and thirties.)

Recreational Needs

Recreational space, specifically along the Strand and the Municipal Pier
area of the beach, is in short supply. The increase in recreational
activities and commercial uses along the narrow (18'-20') Strand has
resulted in congestion and an incompatible mixture of uses. Unless the
demand for these activities is reduced or satisfied, congestion will
continue.

The Strand has historically had a mixture of both commercial and recrea-
tional uses, many previous commercial uses were recreational and family-.
oriented and were compatable with the recreational activities on the
beach. The congestion which presently exists along the Strand is the
result of a mixture of conflicting recreational and commercial uses.

In summary, the following recreational needs exist within the City's
Coastal Zone.

The area along the Strand between 10th and 15th Streets are insuf-
ficient in amount of space to meet both the recreational and com-
mercial demands in the area.
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There presently exists conflicts during peak summer periods between
bike riders, rollerskaters and other users in having sufficent room
to maneuver along the Strand from 10th to 15th Streets.

There presently are no rest areas along the Strand for the elderly
~other than at the Municipal Pier or on the beach itself.

No alternative bike paths or rollerskating areas are presently
available near the Strand to relieve the existing summer use
demands.

No picnic areas are available within the Coastal Zone other than at
. Valley Park and the Herondo "pocket" park.

Existing Coastal Zone Goals and Policies

30210. Maximum access, which shall be conspicuously posted and recrea-
tional opportunities shall be provided for all the people consistent with
public safety needs and the need to protect public rights, rights of
private property owners and natural resource areas from overuse.

30213. Lower cost visitor recreational facilities and housing oppor-
tunities for persons of low and moderate income shall be protected,

encouraged and where feasible, provided. Developments providing public -

recreational opportunities are preferred.

30220. Coastal areas suited for water-oriented recreational activities
that cannot readily be provided at inland water areas shall be protected
for such uses.

30221. Oceanfront 7land suitable for recreational use shall be pro-
tected for recreational use and development unless present and fore-
seeable future demand for public and commercial recreational activities
that could be accommodated on the property is already adequately pro-
vided for in the area. .

30222. The use of private land suitable for visitor-service commercial
recreational facilities designed to enhance public opportunities for
coastal recreation shall have priority over private residential, general
industrial, or general commercial development but not over agriculture
or coastal-dependent industry.

30223. Increased recreational boating use of coastal waters shall be
encouraged in accordance with this division, be developing dry storage
areas, 1increasing public Tlaunching facilities, providing additional
berthing space in existing harbors, 1limiting non-water dependent 1land
uses that congest access corridors and preclude boat support facilities,
providing harbors or refuse and by providing for new boating facilities
in natural harbors, new protected water areas and in areas dredged from
dry land.
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1972 Beach Development Plan Policies, City of Hermosa Beach

Summary

Briefly, the plan recommends the following:

1.

The beach should remain the property of the City with maintenance
and lifeguard services contracted by the County as is now done.

No additional structures should be allowed on the beach, except
public restrooms where absolutely necessary, and should be held to
a minimum both in size and number. Lifeguard structures should be
held to a minimum, both in size and number, consistent with good
safety practices.

Landscaping should be provided but on a highly selective basis.

Improved and more functional 1lighting on the Strand should be
provided.

Vehicular traffic, including lifeguard trucks and police cars,
should be barred from the beach and the Strand except for emergen-
cies and for necessary cleaning functions.

Recreational activities on the beach should be expanded, both
during daylight hours and night hours.

Additional restrooms must be provided. Three are proposed for
immediate construction with recognition that additional needs may
develop (two were constructed).

Encouragement of typical beach concessions 1in areas zoned as com-

~ mercial but with no concessions on the beach.



APPENDIX D

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF SEPARATING STRAND USES
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BEACH SURVEY



HERMOSA BEACH

September 1978 E.]
RECEIVFD
BEACH USER SURVEY OCT 2 187
PLANNING DEp;.

Introduction

On August 15, 16, & 19, 1978, a survey of beach users was
conducted along the beach area within the City of Hermosa
Beach. This was the second of several such surveys being
made within the South Coast Region to provide local juris-
dictions with specific information on beach user patterns
and needs as input for the Local Coastal Program Planning
Process. ;

The beach area within the City of Hermosa Beach extends approx-
imately 1.8 miles along the length of the westerly edge of the
City, and is bounded by the City of Manhattan Beach on the
north and Redondo Beach/King Harbor to the south. It is
fronted by The Strand, a +15' wide concrete path which is a
link in the Santa Monica to Redondo Beach walkway/bikeway
system.

Lifeguard stations, restroom facilities and volleyball nets

are spaced at regular intervals along the beach, with most
restaurants and commercial facilities catering to beach users
being found in the vicinity of the pier. Other recreational
facilities include children's playground equipment located on
the sand near the end of Longfellow Street. Parking consists
primarily of on-street spaces (metered and nonmetered) with
several pay lots located from the pier area south to the Redondo
Beach City 1line.

Beach conditions were similar on all three days the survey was
conducted. The weather was relatively clear with air tempera-
tures in the low 70's, water temperature about 66°, and the surf
running between 1-2 and 2-3 feet. Some morning low cloudiness
was present on August 15, but this gave way to sunshine by 10:30-
11:00 a.m.

Methodology

The survey was conducted by staff members from both the Coastal
Commission and the City of Hermosa Beach, with two persons being
involved on the weekdays and three on the weekend. Survey meth-
odology and questionnaire format were similar to those utilized
in an earlier study conducted in the City of Redondo Beach, and
described in a report available from the Commission office.
However, in response to problems encountered on che first survey,
and due to the different information desired in Hermosa Beach,
many of the questions differed from those asked in the earlier
survey. In addition, in Hermosa, the beach was divided into two
areas rather than three (one north and the other south of the Pier).



As noted in the report on the Redondo Beach survey, there is
one potentidl problem with the survey method used, which is /“}
that only persons actually "on the beach" were interviewed.

Those actively engaged in beach activities, e.g., surfing, volley-
ball, diving, rollerskating, etc., were not surveyed, but were
represented only to the extent that some of those interviewed
might also participate in these activities.

\ N

In addition, as the result of problems encountered in Redondo
Beach, when a group of persons were encountered, only one person
was interviewed rather than each person within the group. Other-
wise, if all persons in a group of 10 people were questioned, it
would appear that 10 groups of 10 were represented rather than
the single group of 10 which was actually present.

Results

The results of the survey are indicated in the following tables
with each guestion broken down by area (I - south of the Pier;
I1 - north of the Pier), weekend, weekday and overall results.
Data are given in numbers of responses as well as percentages
of cumulative totals. All percentages are rounded off, with
those falling below .5% not listed at all.

In most instances, the categories listed as possible answers

under each question are those that were included on the survey
form. However, some questions, such as #3 and #6 were left open
to all responses. In these instances, when tabulating the
guestionnaires, it was useful to categorize the responses, tailor-
ing the categories to groups of answers. ‘

-

-

Remarks

10b-3 Even though not listed as a choice, a drop-off category
was established for those persons who came by auto, but would
be left and then picked up later by parents or friends when it
came time to leave.

10b-4 1In this instance, the guestion was somewhat poorly worded
and could easily be construed to mean that the surveyor was asking
how much the individual paid to park when he/she first parked the
car, e.g.$ .25 for 1 hour. Instead, what was really desired was
the amount of money the individual would spend to park the car

for the duration of the trip, e.g., $1.00 for 4 hours. With such
confusion, some answers were unusable and are indicated as such

in the "unknown" category.

In addition, several persons indicated that by placing pop tops

from Coors beer cans in the meters, they could obtain free parking.
These responses are grouped under the zero category.

ii
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Finally, many people did not have a clear conception of what
they were going to cumulatively spend for parking in a day, and
these inaccuracies are probably represented in the results as
well.

Observations

Several interesting items were observed that are not necessarily
represented in the numerical results.

First, while many respondents complained about the high cost of
metered and pay lot parking, over 90% still chose, and were able
to park within two blocks of the beach, which is where pay parking

is located.

Secondly, of those persons who complained about excessive trash
on the beach, many noted that the problem was significantly worse
this summer than in previous years. This observation was espe-
cially prevalent among City residents and persons who had used

the area over a long period of time. However, it was interesting
to note that almost all out-of-state and international respondents

indicated that the beach was really quite clean and well maintainecd
in comparison to ones in their areas.



HERMOSA BEACH SURVEY

Total Number of Responses:

i ’ I
52

Sex of Respondents:

I
Male: ol 29
- Female: - ‘ 23

Ce

1.

2a.

Total responses:

Age of Respondents:

1

Less than 20 yrs: 14
20-35 years: 30
35-50 years: L
50-65 years: IN

Greater than 65: -
Total responses:

WEEKEND
IT Total
LL 96

WEEKEND
II Total

18 L7
26 L9
96

WEEKEND
IT Total

16 30
22 52
5 9
1 5

96

Resident of California?

I

- Yes L7
- No 5
Total responses:

Where do you live (by zip code)?

- I

- 90254 (Hermosa
Beach) 10

- excluding Hermo-
sa Beach, 2zip codes
included in the
area south to Palos
Verdes, north to
Lawndale and Garde-
na, and east to
Torrance and Harbor
City 25

'WEEKEND
"II Total

41 88
3 8
96

WEEKEND
ITI Total

21 31

%
L6

L9
51

%

31
54

%
92

32

35

50

26

2L

12

10

WEEKDAY
ITI Total
64 114

WEEKDgY

ITI Total
35 61
29 53

114

WEEKDAY
II Total

23 L5
31 57
8 10
1 1
1 1

114

WEEKDAY
ITI Total

56 98
8 16
114

WEEKDAY
II Total

19 31

11 21

54

%

54
L6

N\
TR EHEOVO0V W\

%
86
14

36

2

E-4

OVERALL
Total
210

OVERALL

Total %

108 57
102 L9

210

OVERALL

OVERALL
Total %

186 89
24 11
210

OVERALL
Total ¢

62 34

55 30

;__.I
[®)
O
vw
WOy A
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S WEEKEND WEEKDAY
I II Total % I II Total
- other in Los
Angeles region 11 11 22 23 6 9 15
- other in Calif. 1 1 2 2 2 3 5
- other states 3 2 5 5 L 5 9
- international 1 1 2 2 2 3 5
Total responses: ' - 96 86
2b. Do you live east or west of the railroad tracks?
WEEKEND WEEKDAY
I II Total % I II Total
- East . - - - - 2 - 2
- West 8 16 24 100 10 19 29
Total responses: 2L 31
3, How many people are in your group today?
WEEKEND WEEKDAY
I II Total % I II Total
- 1 person 10 6 1L 15 16 11 27
o - 2 persons 15 14 29 30 g 19 27
() - 3 persons 8 8 16 17 12 12 2L
~ - L persons g8 7 15 16 L 6 10
- 5 persons 3 1 L 4 3 1 L
- more than 5 8 10 18 19 7 15 22
Total responses: 96 A _ 114
L. What is your purpose for being in Hermosa Beach?
WEEKEND WEEKDAY
I II Total % I II Total
- vacation/
recreation 33 16 L9 52 31 36 67
- residence 10 21 31 33 13 19 32
- friends/
relatives 7 5 12 13 6 7 13
- business 2 1 3 3 - 1 1
Total responses: 95 113
5. What is the total amount of time you will be in Hermosa
’ WEEKEND ° WEEKDAY
I II Total % I 1II Total
- less than 1 day 19 10 29 31 7 24 31
S - 1 day 9 5 14 15 19 13 32
(0 - 2-4 days L 3 7 7 - 1 1
~ - 1 week 1 1 2 2 8 2 10
- 2-3 weeks L, 2 6 6 2 2 L

5t:}2a. (Continued)

o N

%

2L
2L
21

19

59

28

10

Beach?

E.5

OVERALL

Total %
37 2
7
1L
pd

i

& F O

182

OVERALL
Total %

2 4
51 96
53

210

OVERALL
Total %

116 56
63 30

25 1z
L 2
208

OVERALL
Total %

6Q- 29
L6 22
8 4
12 6
10 5



6a.

6b. .

(Continued)

WEEKEND WEEKDAY

I II Total % I II Total %

- 1 month - 1 1 1 2 1 3 3
- seasonal L, - L 4 - 1 1 1
- year-round 9 23 32 34 12 19 31 27
Total responses: 95 113
On a monthly basis, how frequently do you use the beach in:

WEEKEND WEEKDAY
Fall I 1II Total % I II Total %
- 0 days 12 6 18 21 6 18 2L 27
- 1-4 days 18 7 25 29 9 8 17 19
- 5=9 days 3 14 17 20 3 11 1L 16
- 10-19 days 2 14 16 19 9 11 20 22
- 20-30 days 6 L 10 12 10 5 15 17
Total responses: 86 90
Winter I II Total % I II Total %
- 0 days g8 21 29 32 15 10 25 33
- 1-4 days 9 10 19 21 L 9 23 30
- 5-9 days 3 7 10 11 2 6 g 11
- 10-19 days 7 9 16 17 2 9 11 14 -
- 20-30 days 9 7 16 17 6. 3 . 9 12
Total responses: 90 76
Spring I II Total % I II Total %
- 0 days 12 6 18 23 6 13 = 19 23
- 1-4 days 10 9 19 24 7 11 18 21
- 5=3 days 9 5 14, 18 3 10 13 15
- 10-19 days L 12 16 21, 9 3 12 14
- 20-30 days 6 5 11 14 13 7 22 26
Total responses: 78 8L
Summer I II Total % I II Total %
- 1-4 days 7 21 26 6 6 12 12
- 5-9 days g8 7 15 19 L 10 14 14
- 10-19 days -9 5 1, 18 5 14 19 19
- 20-30 days 10 20 30 38 29 26 55 55
Total responses: 80 100
In general, what times do you arrive at and leave the beach?

WEEKEND WEEKDAY
Arrive I II Total % I II Total %
6:00 a.m. - 9:00 L 3 7 9 8 - g 9
9:00 - 10:00 9 3 12 16 2 3 5 6
10:00 - 11:00 14 9 23 31 19 15 34 40O
11:00 - 12:00 15 8 23 31 11 15 26 30

...3_.

E-6

OVERALL
Total %
L 2

5
63 30
208

OVERALL
Total %

Lz 2L

L2 24
31 18
3¢ 20
25 14

176

A

Total

}-3
o
[l el SR O AN
NN

37 23
37 23
17
28 17
33 20

33 18
33 18
85 L7
180

OVERALL
Total %

15 9
17 11
57 35
L9 30

f\;}



E-7

A 6b. (Continued)

\ . WEEKEND WEEKDAY OVERALL
-
I II Total - % I II Total % Total %
12:00 - 2:00 p.m. 5 5 10 13 8 3 11 13 21 13
later than 2:00 - - - - - 2 2 2 2 1
Total responses: 75 86 161
Leave I II Total % I II Total % Total %
9:00 QeMe - ’ .
12:00 noon 2 - 2 2 2 - 2 2 L 2
12:00 = 2:00 pome = 2 2 2 Lo - Lok 6 3
2:00 - 3:00 10 2 12 14 5 L 9 9 21 12
3:00 - 4:00 15 8 23 27 10 16 26 25 L9 26
L:00 - 5:00 1L 15 29 34 1L 17 31 30 60 32
5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 5 10 15 18 9 15 2L 23 39 21
later than 7:00 1 - 1 1 3 - 3 3 L 2
intermittent: - - - - - - g L L 2
Total responses: 84 ‘ 103 187

7. Please choose the two primary activities you participate in when you
come to the beach.

WEEKEND WEEKDAY OVERALL
i I IT Total % I ITI Total % Total %
() - Fishing 1 - 1 - - 1 1 - 2 -
- - Swimming 26 17 33 18 26 LO 66 29 92 24
- Diving - - - - - - - - - -
- Sunning LO 34 77 42 37 47 84 37 161 39
- Surfing 6 5 11 6 10 218 28 12 329
-~ Sightseeing 6 6 12 7 2 2 5 2 17 b
- Boating - - - - - - - - - -
- Picnicking - - - - 1 2 3 1 3 1
- Photography 1 - 1 - - - - - 1 -
- Socializing 307 10 5 7 5 12 5 22 5
- Volleyball L 4 8 4 L 4 8 4 16 4
- Bicycling 7 4 11 6 2 5 7 3 18 &4
- Running L 10 1, 8 6 6 12 5 26 6
- Other:
- Walking 2 1 3 2 - - - - 301
- Frisbee 2 1 3 2 - - - - 3 1
- Reading - - - - - 1 1 1 -
Total responses: 184 _27 411
8. What attracts you to this beach?
WEEKEND WEEKDAY OVERALL
I II Total % I II Total % Total %
- developed
1 ~ recreation 13 9 22 9 12 12 2, 8 L6 9
L - beach and water
=~ conditions 30 21 51 22 31 37 68 23 119 23
- ease of parking 1 1 2 - 3 6 9 3 11 2
- friends who also

come here 19 14 33 1 3L 32 66 23 99 19
- L - ’



9.

10a.

10b.

(c

Besides this area, what other beaches do you

{ U T N I A |

ontinued)

habit
convenience
lack of crowds

I

17
19
11

scenic qualities 11
Total~responses:

No others
Torrance/
Redondo
Manhattan
Huntington
Newport

El Porto
Laguna Beach
Santa Monica
Malibu/Zuma

Total responses:

What form of transportation did you use to

Auto

Bus
Bicycle
Walk
Motorcycle
Other

Total responses:

1)

If by auto:

Were you driver or

- Driver

- Passenger

Total
responses:

I.

N
N

I PHRFEWWRO

WEEKEND
II Total &%
10 27 12
32 51 22
15 26 11
10 21 9
233
WEEKEND
II Total %
21 43 4O
1 10 9
11 19 18
3 6 6
3 6 6
3 L 4
2 3 3
2 3 3
107
WEEKEND
IT Total %
20 50 52
- L 4
2L LO L2
L o- 1 1
- 1 1
96
passenger?
WEEKEND
II Total %
10 31 62
10 19 38
50

I

11
20

9

[
=

Ol FEOF o

10
10

WEEKDAY
ITI Total %
11 22 8
37 57 20
18 26 9
10 19 7
291
use?
WEEKDAY
II Total %
26 LO 27
12 20 13
12 26 17
8 15 10
4 8 3
5 11 7
149
get here today?
WEEKDAY
IT Total %
L0 60 53
3 7 6
- 3 3
20 L1 36
1 2 2
- 1 1
114
WEEKDAY
II Total %
25 35 58
15 25 42
60

E-8

OVERALL
Total %
L9 9
108 21
52 10
LO 8
52L4L
OVERALL
Total %
83 3z
30 12
35 14
21 8
14 5
4 2
3 -
3 -
12 4
256
OVERALL
Total %
110 52
7 3
7 3
81 39
3 1
2 1
210
OVERALL
Total %
66 60
L& LO
110

~ ¥
S



(Continued)

fm)lOb.
N 2) How many in

1l person
2 persons
3 persons
L persons
5 persons
6-9 persons

Total
responses:

the car including yourself?

I

1

[ASRCAVL AN R SN

I1
2

8
3
2
L

OVERALL

Total %
22 20
37 33
19 17
1z 12
10 9
12 11
112

3) What type of parking facility did you use and where was it located?

- pay lot
- free lot
- metered

street/lot

- street
- *drop off
“ME - other:
- motel
-~ friends'
home
- private
lot

Total
responses:

I
2

16

7
2

- Location of parking

- less than
1 block

- 1 block

- 2 blocks

- 3 blocks

- 4 blocks

Total responses:

I1

2
3

II

I BHEOw

WEEKEND WEEKDAY
Total % I II Total %
9 18 5 8 13 21
19 39 2 16 18 29
6 12 6 7 13 21
7 14 1 4 5 8
2 L 3 5 8 13
6 12 3 3 6 10
49 63
WEEKEND WEEKDAY
Total % I II Total %
A 8 2 - 2 3
3 6 1 - 102
2L 50 9 19 28 L6
10 21 6 16 22 36
3 6 2 3 5 8
- - - 1 1 2
2 4 1 1 2 3
2 - - - -
L8 61
(number of blocks from the beach):
WEEKEND WEEKDAY
Total % I II Total &
8 20 3 13 16
16 39 9 12 21 L4
14 34 1 3 L, 8
2 5 2 L 6 13
1 2 - 1 1 2
L1 L8

* See remarks.

OVERALL
Total %
6 6
L 4
52 L8
32 29
g8 7
1 1
L 4
2 2
109
OVERALL
Total %
2L 27
37 42
18 20
g 9
2 2
89



10b. (Continued)

1l1.

-t

L) If you paid to park, how much did you spend?

WEEKEND WEEKDAY

3 I II Total % ~I II Total %
* - - - - 2 - 2 7

«25 1 - 1 &4 1 4 5 19

.50 3 1 L 15 3 3 6 22

75 - - - - 3 4 7 26
1.00 5 - 5 19 1 3 3 11
1.25 1 1 2 7 - - - -
1.50 3 1 L 15 - 1 1 4
1.75 2 - 2 7 - 1 1 4
2.00 or more 3 1 L 15 1 - 1 4
- permit - 1 1 4 - 1 R
- *unknown - 4 L 15 - - - -
Total responses: 27 27

E-10

OVERALL

Total

FOoUVwUnNEe-JOON

N
=

. \,‘

1

On the average, how much will you as an individual spend on today's
trip to the beach?
WEEKEND WEEKDAY OVERALL
I II Total % I II Total % Total %
- Less than $1 2, 26 50 52 21 30 51 45 101 48
- $1 to $5 - 16 19 35 36 26 30 56 49 91 43
- $5 to $10 IN 6 10 10 2 3 5 L 15
- greater then $10 0 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 3
Total responses: 96 114 210
How do you think this beach should be improved?
WEEKEND WEEKDAY OVERALL
I II Total % I II Total % Total ¢
- okay as is 11 210 21 18 8 3 11 7 32 12
- more eating
facilities 1 2 3 3 1 3 4 3 7 3
- more trash cans 10 11 21 18 9 15 2L, 16 L5 16
- clean up debris 28 19 L7 39 - 39 39 78 51 - 125 46
- more showers/
~ restrooms 6 7 13 12 5 16 21 14 3L 12
- more developed
rec. facilities 2 5 7 6 7 6 13 8 20 7
- other: .
- cleaner rest-
rooms 2 2 L 3 - - - - L 1
- "reasonable"
parking rates 2 - 22 - - - - 2 1
- wider surfing
area 1 - 2 2 - - - - I -
- more drinking
fountains 1 - 1 1 - - - - 1 -

*See remarks.

(.



. E-11
12. (Continued)

P

L) WEEKEND , WEEKDAY OVERALL
~ I II Total % I II Total % Total %

- more patrols to
catch litterers
and keep dogs

off beaches - - - - - 2 2 1 2 1
Total responses: © 120 153 273
13. Have you ever required first aid from a lifeguard at the beach?
- WEEKEND WEEKDAY OVERALL
I II Total &% I II Total % Total %
- Yes g 10 18 19 L 10 1 12 32 15
- No 43 33 76 81 L6 54 100 88 176 85
Total responses: oL 114 208

\ J
S
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APPENDIX F

Beach Development Plan
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