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ten point to the bagpipe’s roots from Scot-
land and Ireland, and even further back.

Nick Petoyan, the band manager of City 
of Angels Pipe Band and a San Fernando 
Valley native, said the tradition of pipes 
in fire and police departments in the U.S. 
dates back to the mid-1800s and into the 
early 1900s, as Scottish and Irish migrants 
settled in the United States.

It was then the Irish took on jobs in po-
lice and fire departments and became part 
of those communities.

Bagpipes would often be played at Celtic 
funerals and dances. Eventually, many pipe 
bands formed representing both police and 
fire. Bagpipers were often called on to per-
form at funerals commemorating their 
fallen comrades.

“The bagpipe was perfected by the 
Scots,” Petoyan said, noting that even fur-
ther back bagpipes originated from the 
Middle East and during the Roman empire 

expanded to reached Scotland and Ireland.
“I love the instrument my grandfather 

played, and that keeps me close to him,” 
he said.

And so, such reverence will come out 
today, as bagpipers in Southern Califor-
nia create that droning bass note and the 
melody on top of that. Almost instantly, the 
combination beckons the listener.

Long Beach Pipe Band member Davey 
Armstrong, a marketing director at In-
dian Motorcycle of Orange County, will 
play a 1988 Great Highland Kintail bag-
pipe in Downey’s 9/11 memorial ceremony 
this morning.

He’s ready.
“It’s an honor to be a part of today’s cer-

emony,” he said, noting his Scottish and 
Irish roots. “To me it’s so much fun to be 
able to play a memorial that’s really touch-
ing people.”

And with an instrument that touches 
people in a unique way, he said.

“Bagpipes are an emotional instru-
ment,” he said. “I have played many, many 
memorials … and I can get emotional, too. 
A lot of instruments don’t get to do that.”

Bagpipers
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has, itself, been thrust onto a bigger stage 
is not lost on him.

“We’re always fighting to be known as a 
‘beach city,’” Boyles said before the home-
town parade the city hosted for the team 
on Sunday. The city’s neighbors — Manhat-
tan Beach, Hermosa Beach and Redondo 
Beach — all have the advantage of having 
beach built into their names.

But, Boyles said, El Segundo has some-
thing those others don’t have. It’s the eco-
nomic engine of the entire South Bay.

In 2022, El Segundo was named “Most 
Business-Friendly City in L.A. County” by 
the L.A. County Economic Development 
Corporation. And since 2021, Boyles said, 
El Segundo companies have raised $1.2 bil-
lion in venture funding. And that’s in just a 
two-mile square zone of the city.

The five square miles that make up the 
business end of town includes powerhouse 
companies such as Aerospace Corporation, 
Boeing, Mattel and Chevron, to name a few.

Couple the business prowess with a 
youth sports propensity and, well, that’s a 
great combination, Boyles said.

To showcase all that with a city-spon-
sored float or presence in the Rose Parade, 
Boyles said, would be a great thing.

But, he said, he is torn. Because he knows 
these boys and their parents are joyously 
exhausted.

“We don’t want to be exploiting the boys’ 
success,” Boyles said. “We just have to give 
them the space they need.”

To that end, Boyles and his business 
partners at a recently opened restaurant 
in town are treating the team and their 
family members to a good old Ameri-
can steak-and-potatoes meal tonight, 
he said.

“The parents have just been going non-
stop,” Boyles said. “This will be nice for 
them.”

Perhaps, after some protein and a few 
months of rest, the El Segundo Little 
Leaguers will be ready for a ride down Col-
orado Boulevard.

Staff writer Ryan Carter contributed to 
this report.
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Alhambra Police Sgt. Brian Chung stands with his bagpipes in front of the 9 /11 Memorial 
at the Fire Department Headquarters on Sept. 8. Chung will play during the city’s 9 /11 
Remembrance Ceremony on Monday. 
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El Segundo was named “Most Business-Friendly City in L.A. County” by the L.A. County 
Economic Development Corporation last year at the 27th annual Eddy Awards. In this 
photograph, from left to right, are Councilmember Carol Pirsztuk, Councilmember Lance 
Giroux, Chamber CEO Marsha Hansen, Sr. Management Analyst Cristina Reveles, Deputy 
City Manager Barbara Voss, Mayor Drew Boyles, Community Development Director 
Michael Allen and City Manager Darrell George.
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City of Hermosa Beach
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER: 2019080175

Notice is hereby given that the City of Hermosa Beach, Community Development Department (City) is
the Lead Agency and has prepared a Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the installation,
operation, and decommissioning of the Transpacific Fiber-Optic Cables Project (Project) proposed by
RTI Infrastructure, Inc. (RTI-I). The Draft EIR has been prepared in accordance with the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) to analyze and disclose the potential environmental effects of
the proposed Project. The Lead Agency is requesting input on the Draft EIR from public agencies,
residents, and other interested project stakeholders. The contents of this Notice of Availability have
been prepared in accordance with Section 15087 of the CEQA Guidelines.

PROJECT TITLE: RTI-I Transpacific Fiber-Optic Cables Project

PROPOSED PROJECT: RTI-I, formerly known as MC Global BP4, Inc. and currently doing business as
HMB IX (Applicant), proposes to install and operate up to two transpacific subsea cable systems with
United States landings in Hermosa Beach, California. The two cable systems would connect the United
States to the western Pacific Rim at locations such as Guam, Southeast Asia, China, Australia, or Japan.
Each cable system would entail installation of a marine fiber-optic cable system on the sea floor across
the Pacific Ocean, landing in Hermosa Beach at either 6th Street (Option A) or 10th Street (Option B),
and then connecting to the Applicant’s existing power feed equipment (PFE) facility located in the
Hermosa Pavilion at 1601 Pacific Coast Highway, Hermosa Beach. The Project area is not located on any
of the lists of sites enumerated under Section 65962.5 of the Government Code.

PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT PERIOD: A 45-day comment period will begin on Monday,
September 11, 2023 and end on Wednesday, October 25, 2023. All comments regarding the Draft
EIR must be received by the Lead Agency before the end of the 45-day period to be considered in the
Final EIR. In your response, include your name, the name of your agency or organization (if applicable),
and contact information.

Please send comments by mail to:
Daniel Hortert, Senior Planner, Community Development Department

1315 Valley Drive, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254

Or by e-mail to: fiberoppticDEIR@@hermosabeach.ggov
The Draft EIR is available for review at: httpps:////www.hermosabeach.ggov//our-communityy//
qquick-links//cityy-pprojjects//developpment-pprojjects

Hard copies are also available at the following facilities, which are open during the hours below but
closed on legal holidays:

City of Hermosa Beach, Community Development Department
1315 Valley Drive, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254
Hours: Monday to Thursday, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Hermosa Beach Library
550 Pier Avenue, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254

Hours: Tuesday and Wednesday, 12 p.m. to 8 p.m.; Thursday to Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

SIGNFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS: The analysis contained in the Draft EIR determined that
the proposed Project would result in significant and unavoidable impacts related to air quality
emissions during construction, construction noise, and marine navigation during construction. All
other potentially significant impacts would be reduced to less than significant with the implementation
of mitigation measures.
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