
APPENDIX E

CULTURAL RESOURCES TECHNICAL REPORT 
AND PALEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

ANALYSIS

This appendix provides the Historic Resources Evaluation prepared by the Applicant’s 
Consultant Kaplan Chen Kaplan. This Historic Resources Evaluation was independently 
peer reviewed by Applied Earthworks. Applied Earthworks prepared a Cultural 
Resource Assessment for the Strand and Pier Hotel Project that summarized the 
findings of the Historic Resources Evaluation as well as Native American 
Communication and an Archaeological Sensitivity Assessment performed by Applied 
Earthworks. Additionally, Applied Earthworks prepared a Paleontological Resources 
Assessment for the proposed Project.

In compliance with AB 52 the City offered the Gabrieleño Band of Mission Indians-Kizh 
Nation and the Soboba Band of Luiseño Indians the opportunity for in-person 
consultation regarding possible significant effects of the proposed Project on tribal 
cultural resources. The City distributed a letter notifying the tribes of the proposed 
Project on December 8, 2016. This appendix also includes a copies of those letters.

E1: Historic Resources Evaluation (Kaplan Chen Kaplan 2017)

E2: Cultural Resource Assessment for the Strand and Pier Hotel Project (Applied 
Earthworks 2017)

Paleontological Resource Assessment for the Strand and Pier Hotel Project (Applied 
Earthworks 2016)

E3: AB 52 Consultation Letters
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2

PROJECT
AREA

Service Layer Credits: Sources: Esri, HERE, DeLorme, Intermap, increment P
Corp., GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL,
Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), swisstopo,

1:250,000SCALE 

D
at

e:
 3

/1
6/

20
17

D
oc

um
en

t P
at

h:
 H

:\A
M

E
C

 - 
St

ra
nd

 a
nd

 P
ie

r H
ot

el
 - 

33
20

\P
ro

je
ct

s\
R

ep
or

t F
ig

ur
es

 - 
on

e 
fo

ld
er

 p
er

 d
oc

um
en

t\A
rc

h 
S

ur
ve

y 
R

ep
or

t -
 y

yy
y-

m
m

-d
d\

Fi
gu

re
 1

 P
ro

je
ct

 V
ic

in
ity

.m
xd

PROJECT AREA



VENICE
REDONDO BEACH

0.5 0 0.5 1
Miles

0.5 0 0.5 1
Kilometers

1,000 0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000
Feet

Sausal Redondo Land Grant
Redondo Beach (1953, photorevised 1979), CA 7.5' USGS Quadrangle

  Figure 2     Project location map.
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  Figure Project .

Project Site

D
at

e:
 3

/1
6/

20
17

D
oc

um
en

t P
at

h:
 H

:\A
M

E
C

 - 
St

ra
nd

 a
nd

 P
ie

r H
ot

el
 - 

33
20

\P
ro

je
ct

s\
R

ep
or

t F
ig

ur
es

 - 
on

e 
fo

ld
er

 p
er

 d
oc

um
en

t\A
rc

h 
S

ur
ve

y 
R

ep
or

t -
 y

yy
y-

m
m

-d
d\

Fi
gu

re
 3

 P
ro

je
ct

 S
ite

 M
ap

.m
xd

Service Layer Credits: Image courtesy of LAR-IAC  2017 Microsoft Corporation  2017 HERE  AND

5

1
2

3

4

6

0 10 20 30
Meters

0 20 40 60 0
Feet

1 inch e uals 0 feet1

2

3

4

6

5

30 and 32 13th Street

20 13th Street

19 Pier Avenue

1272 he Strand

11 Pier Avenue

1250 he Strand









2
SETTING 

























3
SOURCES CONSULTED 







4
NATIVE AMERICAN COMMUNICATION 



5
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SENSITIVITY ASSESSMENT 



   





6
BUILT ENVIRONMENT ASSESSMENT  











7
MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 



8
REFERENCES 















APPENDIX A 

NATIVE AMERICAN COMMUNICATION 













From: Tiffany Clark
To: "gtongva@gmail.com"
Subject: FW: Pier and Strand Hotel Project with map
Date: Friday, November 11, 2016 11:41:00 AM
Attachments: Dorame Letter.pdf

image001.png

Dear Mr. Dorame,
 
As a follow-up to our phone conversation, here is the letter and original email I send to your Verizon
email on October 26, 2016. Please let me know if you have any additional information you would
like to provide regarding Native American resources located within the Project vicinity.
 
Sincerely,

Tiffany Clark
 
Tiffany Clark | Applied EarthWorks, Inc.
Senior Archaeologist/Project Manager
626.578.0119 ext. 102
 

From: Tiffany Clark [mailto:tclark@appliedearthworks.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:56 AM
To: 'gtongva@verizon.net'
Subject: Pier and Strand Hotel Project with map
 
Dear Mr. Dorame,
 
I inadvertently sent the letter for the Pier and Strand Hotel Project without the accompanying map. I
apologize for the oversight. I am resending you the letter and map. Please let me know if you have
any questions.
 
Sincerely,

Tiffany Clark
 
 
Tiffany Clark | Applied EarthWorks, Inc.
Senior Archaeologist/Project Manager

133 N. San Gabriel Blvd., Ste. 201
Pasadena, CA  91107-3414
626.578.0119 ext. 102  office
http://www.appliedearthworks.com
 



 1133 N. San Gabriel Blvd., Suite 201
 Pasadena, CA 91107-3414 

 (626) 578-0119

ARCHAEOLOGY 
CULTURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT www.appliedearthworks.com
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°
 Records Search location map for the  Strand and Pier Hotel Project - AE3320.
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From: Tiffany Clark
To: "sgoad@gabrielino-tongva.com"
Subject: Pier and Strand Hotel Project
Date: Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:42:00 AM
Attachments: Goad Letter.pdf

image001.png

Dear Mr. Goad,
Please find attached an information request for the Pier and Strand Hotel Project in the City
of Hermosa Beach. If you have any comments or questions, please don’t hesitate to call or
email.
Sincerely,
Tiffany Clark
Tiffany Clark | Applied EarthWorks, Inc.
Senior Archaeologist/Project Manager

133 N. San Gabriel Blvd., Ste. 201
Pasadena, CA  91107-3414
626.578.0119 ext. 102  office
http://www.appliedearthworks.com
 



 1133 N. San Gabriel Blvd., Suite 201
 Pasadena, CA 91107-3414 

 (626) 578-0119
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 Records Search location map for the  Strand and Pier Hotel Project - AE3320.
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From: Tiffany Clark
To: "GTTribalcouncil@aol.com"
Subject: Pier and Strand Hotel Project
Date: Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:41:00 AM
Attachments: Morales Letter.pdf

image001.png

Dear Mr. Morales,
Please find attached an information request for the Pier and Strand Hotel Project in the City
of Hermosa Beach. If you have any comments or questions, please don’t hesitate to call or
email.
Sincerely,
Tiffany Clark
 
Tiffany Clark | Applied EarthWorks, Inc.
Senior Archaeologist/Project Manager

133 N. San Gabriel Blvd., Ste. 201
Pasadena, CA  91107-3414
626.578.0119 ext. 102  office
http://www.appliedearthworks.com
 



 1133 N. San Gabriel Blvd., Suite 201
 Pasadena, CA 91107-3414 

 (626) 578-0119
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From: Tiffany Clark
To: "Andy"
Subject: Pier and Strand Hotel Project
Date: Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:41:00 AM
Attachments: Salas Letter.pdf
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Dear Mr. Salas,
Please find attached an information request for the Pier and Strand Hotel Project in the City
of Hermosa Beach. If you have any comments or questions, please don’t hesitate to call or
email.
Sincerely,
Tiffany Clark
Tiffany Clark | Applied EarthWorks, Inc.
Senior Archaeologist/Project Manager

133 N. San Gabriel Blvd., Ste. 201
Pasadena, CA  91107-3414
626.578.0119 ext. 102  office
http://www.appliedearthworks.com
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Andrew Salas, Chairman                                                                             Nadine Salas, Vice-Chairman                                                                                   Christina Swindall Martinez, secretary                        

Albert Perez, treasurer I                                                                             Martha Gonzalez Lemos, treasurer II                                                                      Richard Gradias,   Chairman of the council of Elders 

   
PO Box 393     Covina, CA  91723                       www.gabrielenoindians@yahoo.com                      gabrielenoindians@yahoo.com 
 

 
 

GABRIELENO BAND OF MISSION INDIANS – KIZH NATION 
Historically known as The San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians 

Recognized by the State of California as the aboriginal tribe of the Los Angeles basin 
 
 
 
Dear Tiffany Clark, PhD; RPA 
Senior archeologist/ Project Manager  
 
Subject: Cultural Resource Investigation for the Pier and Strand Hotel Project, Hermosa Beach, long Beach, Los Angeles County, California.
 
“The project locale lies in an area where the Ancestral & traditional territories of the Kizh(Kitc) Gabrieleño villages Such as Engnovangna & Waachnga 
adjoined and overlapped with each other, at least during the Late Prehistoric and Protohistoric Periods. The homeland of the Kizh (Kitc) Gabrieleños , 
probably the most influential Native American group in aboriginal southern California (Bean and Smith 1978a:538), was centered in the Los Angeles Basin, 
and reached as far east as the San Bernardino-Riverside area. The homeland of the Serranos was primarily the San Bernardino Mountains, including the 
slopes and lowlands on the north and south flanks. Whatever the linguistic affiliation, Native Americans in and around the project area exhibited similar 
organization and resource procurement strategies. Villages were based on clan or lineage groups. Their home/ base sites are marked by midden deposits, often 
with bedrock mortars. During their seasonal rounds to exploit plant resources, small groups would migrate within their traditional territory in search of 
specific plants and animals. Their gathering strategies often left behind signs of special use sites, usually grinding slicks on bedrock boulders, at the locations 
of the resources. Therefore, in order to protect our resources, we're requesting one of our experienced & certified Native American monitors to be on site 
during any & all ground disturbances (this includes but is not limited to pavement removal, pot-holing or auguring, boring, grading, excavation 
and trenching). 
  Note; Engnovangna at Redondo took its title from the mineral sodium chloride itself. The Gabrielenos were among the Indians 
who used salt in this form, although it was told too much of it would turn your hair gray. 
 
In all cases, when the NAHC states there are “No" records of sacred sites” in the subject area; they always refer the contractors back to the Native American 
Tribes whose tribal territory the project area is in.  This is due to the fact, that the NAHC is only aware of general information on each California NA Tribe 
they are "NOT " the “experts” on our Tribe.  Our Elder Committee & Tribal Historians are the experts and is the reason why the NAHC will always refer 
contractors to the local tribes.  
 
 In addition, we are also often told that an area has been previously developed or disturbed and thus there are no concerns for cultural 
resources and thus minimal impacts would be expected.  I have two major recent examples of how similar statements on other projects were 
proven very inadequate. An archaeological study claimed there would be no impacts to an area adjacent to the Plaza Church at Olvera Street, 
the original Spanish settlement of Los Angeles, now in downtown Los Angeles. In fact, this site was the Gabrieleno village of Yangna long 
before it became what it is now today.  The new development wrongfully began their construction and they, in the process, dug up and 
desecrated 118 burials. The area that was dismissed as culturally sensitive was in fact the First Cemetery of Los Angeles where it had been 
well documented at the Huntington Library that 400 of our Tribe's ancestors were buried there along with the founding families of Los 
Angeles (Pico’s, Sepulveda’s, and Alvarado’s to name a few). In addition, there was another inappropriate study for the development of a new 
sports complex at Fedde Middle School in the City of Hawaiian Gardens could commence. Again, a village and burial site were desecrated 
despite their mitigation measures.  Thankfully, we were able to work alongside the school district to quickly and respectfully mitigate a 
mutually beneficial resolution.    
 

Given all the above, the proper thing to do for your project would be for our Tribe to monitor ground disturbing construction work.   Native 
American monitors and/or consultant can see that cultural resources are treated appropriately from the Native American point of view.  
Because we are the lineal descendants of the vast area of Los Angeles and Orange Counties, we hold sacred the ability to protect what little of 
our culture remains.  We thank you for taking seriously your role and responsibility in assisting us in preserving our culture.   

With respect, 
 
Please contact our office regarding this project to coordinate a Native American Monitor to be present. Thank You  
 



Andrew Salas, Chairman                                                                             Nadine Salas, Vice-Chairman                                                                                   Christina Swindall Martinez, secretary                        

Albert Perez, treasurer I                                                                             Martha Gonzalez Lemos, treasurer II                                                                      Richard Gradias,   Chairman of the council of Elders 

   
PO Box 393     Covina, CA  91723                       www.gabrielenoindians@yahoo.com                      gabrielenoindians@yahoo.com 
 

 

Andrew Salas, Chairman 
Cell (626) 926-4131 
 
Addendum: clarification regarding some confusions regarding consultation under AB52: 
 
AB52 clearly states that consultation must occur with tribes that claim traditional and cultural affiliation with a project site.  Unfortunately, this statement 
has been left open to interpretation so much that neighboring tribes are claiming affiliation with projects well outside their traditional tribal territory.  The 
territories of our surrounding Native American tribes such as the Luiseno, Chumash, and Cahuilla tribal entities.  Each of our tribal territories has been well 
defined by historians, ethnographers, archaeologists, and ethnographers – a list of resources we can provide upon request.  Often, each Tribe as well educates 
the public on their very own website as to the definition of their tribal boundaries.  You may have received a consultation request from another Tribe. 
However we are responding because your project site lies within our Ancestral tribal territory, which, again, has been well documented. What does 
Ancestrally or Ancestral mean? The people who were in your family in past times, Of, belonging to, inherited from, or denoting an ancestor or ancestors 
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/ancestral. .  If you have questions regarding the validity of the “traditional and cultural affiliation” of another Tribe, we 
urge you to contact the Native American Heritage Commission directly.  Section 5 section 21080.3.1 (c) states “…the Native American Heritage 
Commission shall assist the lead agency in identifying the California Native American tribes that are traditionally and culturally affiliated with the project 
area.”    In addition, please see the map below. 
 
 
CC: NAHC 
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From: Tiffany Clark
To: "gtongva@gmail.com"
Subject: FW: Pier and Strand Hotel Project with map
Date: Friday, November 11, 2016 11:41:00 AM
Attachments: Dorame Letter.pdf

image001.png

Dear Mr. Dorame,
 
As a follow-up to our phone conversation, here is the letter and original email I send to your Verizon
email on October 26, 2016. Please let me know if you have any additional information you would
like to provide regarding Native American resources located within the Project vicinity.
 
Sincerely,

Tiffany Clark
 
Tiffany Clark | Applied EarthWorks, Inc.
Senior Archaeologist/Project Manager
626.578.0119 ext. 102
 

From: Tiffany Clark [mailto:tclark@appliedearthworks.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:56 AM
To: 'gtongva@verizon.net'
Subject: Pier and Strand Hotel Project with map
 
Dear Mr. Dorame,
 
I inadvertently sent the letter for the Pier and Strand Hotel Project without the accompanying map. I
apologize for the oversight. I am resending you the letter and map. Please let me know if you have
any questions.
 
Sincerely,

Tiffany Clark
 
 
Tiffany Clark | Applied EarthWorks, Inc.
Senior Archaeologist/Project Manager

133 N. San Gabriel Blvd., Ste. 201
Pasadena, CA  91107-3414
626.578.0119 ext. 102  office
http://www.appliedearthworks.com
 



From: Robert Dorame
To: Tiffany Clark
Subject: Re: FW: Pier and Strand Hotel Project with map
Date: Friday, November 11, 2016 3:32:20 PM
Attachments: pg 2 - Municipal Water District.jpg

pg 1 - letter to Municipal Water District.jpg

Hi Tiffany:  I just spoke with Coleen about a letter I sent her in the past year
(possibly) and cannot locate it in my files.  However, the attached letter for a
municipal water district planning construction of a desalination plant due south of
the Applied Earthworks' site may be helpful because they are less than a half mile
apart.  I have a few photos of shell midden  from the survey a friend and I made in
Hermosa.  I will send those in another email because Google won't send too many
bites at a time.  Sorry I can't find the letter to Coleen but I will keep looking.

Thanks
Robert

On Fri, Nov 11, 2016 at 11:41 AM, Tiffany Clark <tclark@appliedearthworks.com>
wrote:

Dear Mr. Dorame,

As a follow-up to our phone conversation, here is the letter and original email I
send to your Verizon email on October 26, 2016. Please let me know if you have
any additional information you would like to provide regarding Native American
resources located within the Project vicinity.

Sincerely,

Tiffany Clark

Tiffany Clark | Applied EarthWorks, Inc.

Senior Archaeologist/Project Manager

626.578.0119 ext. 102

From: Tiffany Clark [mailto:tclark@appliedearthworks.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:56 AM
To: 'gtongva@verizon.net'
Subject: Pier and Strand Hotel Project with map



Dear Mr. Dorame,

I inadvertently sent the letter for the Pier and Strand Hotel Project without the
accompanying map. I apologize for the oversight. I am resending you the letter
and map. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Tiffany Clark

Tiffany Clark | Applied EarthWorks, Inc.

Senior Archaeologist/Project Manager

133 N. San Gabriel Blvd., Ste. 201

Pasadena, CA  91107-3414

626.578.0119 ext. 102  office

http://www.appliedearthworks.com



 
 

 



 
 

 



From: Robert Dorame
To: Tiffany Clark
Subject: Re: FW: Pier and Strand Hotel Project with map
Date: Friday, November 11, 2016 3:37:30 PM
Attachments: 004.JPG

006.JPG
013.JPG
009.JPG

Here are the photos with a reference location.
Thanks again. Robert

On Fri, Nov 11, 2016 at 3:32 PM, Robert Dorame <gtongva@gmail.com> wrote:
Hi Tiffany:  I just spoke with Coleen about a letter I sent her in the past year
(possibly) and cannot locate it in my files.  However, the attached letter for a
municipal water district planning construction of a desalination plant due south of
the Applied Earthworks' site may be helpful because they are less than a half mile
apart.  I have a few photos of shell midden  from the survey a friend and I
made in Hermosa.  I will send those in another email because Google won't send
too many bites at a time.  Sorry I can't find the letter to Coleen but I will keep
looking.

Thanks
Robert

On Fri, Nov 11, 2016 at 11:41 AM, Tiffany Clark <tclark@appliedearthworks.com>
wrote:

Dear Mr. Dorame,

As a follow-up to our phone conversation, here is the letter and original email I
send to your Verizon email on October 26, 2016. Please let me know if you have
any additional information you would like to provide regarding Native American
resources located within the Project vicinity.

Sincerely,

Tiffany Clark

Tiffany Clark | Applied EarthWorks, Inc.

Senior Archaeologist/Project Manager

626.578.0119 ext. 102



From: Tiffany Clark [mailto:tclark@appliedearthworks.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 26, 2016 10:56 AM
To: 'gtongva@verizon.net'
Subject: Pier and Strand Hotel Project with map

Dear Mr. Dorame,

I inadvertently sent the letter for the Pier and Strand Hotel Project without the
accompanying map. I apologize for the oversight. I am resending you the letter
and map. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Tiffany Clark

Tiffany Clark | Applied EarthWorks, Inc.

Senior Archaeologist/Project Manager

133 N. San Gabriel Blvd., Ste. 201

Pasadena, CA  91107-3414

626.578.0119 ext. 102  office

http://www.appliedearthworks.com
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

PROJECT LOCATION 

SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AND FIELD METHODOLOGY 
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CENTER 
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BUILDING DESCRIPTIONS AND CONSTRUCTION HISTORY 

30 and 32 13th Street 



20 13th Street 
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ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 

National Register Bulletin 15:  How to Apply National 
Register Criteria for Evaluation.

National Register Bulletin 15 



Significance of Association

Guidelines for Evaluating and Documenting Properties 
Associated with Significant Persons

Bulletin 32

Bulletin 32



Bulletin 32

Bulletin 32

How to Apply the National Register Criteria for 
Evaluation

Location

Design



Setting

Workmanship 

Materials 

Feeling

Association 

California Code of Regulations, Title 14, State Historical Resources Commission, 
Regulations for the Nomination of Historical Resources to the California Register of 
Historical Resources

California Office of Historic Preservation Technical Assistance Series #6, California 



Register and National Register: A Comparison

California Office of Historic Preservation Technical Assistance Series #6, 
California Register and National Register: A Comparison 

California Office of Historic Preservation Technical Assistance Series #6, 
California Register and National Register: A Comparison



Bijou Theater’ 
Bank of America Building Hermosa Hotel 

Community Center 

EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE OF SUBJECT PROPERTIES 



Evaluation of Buildings for Historic Significance 

30 and 32 13th Street 



20 13th Street 



1272 The Strand 



1250 The Strand 



11 Pier Avenue 



19 Pier Avenue 



POTENTIAL IMPACTS TO HISTORIC RESOURCES AND THE AREA 







CONCLUSION 
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1133 N. San Gabriel Blvd., Suite 201
Pasadena, CA 91107-3414 
(626) 578-0119

ARCHAEOLOGY 
CULTURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT www.appliedearthworks.com

November , 2016 

Nicholas Meisinger
NEPA/CEQA Project Manager
Amec Foster Wheeler
104 West Anapamu Street, Suite 204A
Santa Barbara, CA 93101

RE: Paleontological Resource Assessment for the Strand and Pier Hotel Project, City of Hermosa
Beach, Los Angeles County, California 

Dear Mr. Meisinger:

At your request, Applied EarthWorks, Inc. (Æ) has performed a preliminary assessment of the
paleontological resource potential of the Strand and Pier Hotel Project (Project) in the City of Hermosa 
Beach, Los Angeles County, California. The scope of work included a museum records search, a
literature and geologic map review, and preparation of this technical memorandum (memo).  This memo, 
which serves as a summary of our findings, was written in accordance with the guidelines set forth by 
the Society of Vertebrate Paleontology (SVP) (2010) and will satisfy the requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

Project Description

The Project is located in the City of Hermosa Beach adjacent to The Strand and beachfront between 13th

Street and Pier Plaza. The Project site encompasses approximately 25,000 square feet of currently 
developed land with existing restaurant and retail buildings and surface parking structures. Specifically,
the Project encompasses Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APN) (4183-002-001, 002, 003, 004, 017, 018, 
and 019) within an unsectioned portion of the Sausal Redondo Landgrant on the Redondo Beach, CA
U.S. Geological Survey quadrangle (Attachment 1).

The Strand and Pier Holding Company, LLC, together with Provenance Hotels, proposes to construct 
and operate a three-story hotel with ground floor retail space and underground parking. The 
development will include 100 hotel rooms, 178 parking spaces, retail and restaurant units, site access
improvements, landscaping, and utilities. Ground-disturbing activities during these improvements will
include grading of the hotel site, excavation of the basement level, and trenching for utilities and
ancillary components. Current Project design indicates that the maximum depth of excavation will reach
at least 24 feet below ground surface (bgs) for the basement level. Following the completion of the
Initial Study (City of Hermosa Beach, 2016), this memo was prepared in support of the preparation of 
the Environmental Impact Report analysis for the Project. The City of Hermosa Beach is the CEQA
Lead Agency for the Project.

Regulatory Context 

Paleontological resources cannot be replaced once they are destroyed. Therefore, paleontological
resources are considered nonrenewable scientific resources and are protected under the CEQA. 
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Specifically, in Section V(c) of Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines, the “Environmental Checklist 
Form,” the question is posed: “Will the project directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological 
resource or site or unique geologic feature?” In order to determine the uniqueness of a given 
paleontological resource, it must first be identified or recovered (i.e., salvaged). Therefore, mitigation of 
adverse impacts to paleontological resources is mandated by CEQA. In addition, although neither the 
City of Hermosa Beach Municipal Code nor the General Plan set forth specific mitigation requirements 
for paleontological resources, protection and preservation of these resources is addressed in the 
Conservation and Natural Resource Element of the Los Angeles County 2035 General Plan (2012), 
which states the following under Goal C/NR 14: 

Policy C/NR 14.1. Mitigate all impacts from new development on or adjacent to historic, 
cultural, and paleontological resources to the greatest extent feasible.

Policy C/NR 14.2. Support an inter-jurisdictional collaborative system that protects and enhances 
the County’s historic, cultural, and paleontological resources.

Policy C/NR 14.5. Promote public awareness of the County’s historic, cultural, and 
paleontological resources.

Policy C/NR 14.6. Ensure proper notification and recovery processes are carried out for 
development on or near historic, cultural, and paleontological resources [157]. 

Paleontological Resource Potential 

Absent specific agency guidelines, most professional paleontologists in California adhere to the 
guidelines set forth by the Society of Vertebrate Paleontology (SVP) (2010) to determine the course of 
paleontological mitigation for a given project. These guidelines establish protocols for the assessment of 
the paleontological resource potential of underlying geologic units and outline measures to mitigate 
adverse impacts that could result from project development. Using baseline information gathered during 
a paleontological resource assessment, the paleontological resource potential of the geologic unit(s) (or 
members thereof) underlying a Project area can be assigned to one of four categories defined by SVP 
(2010). These categories include high, undetermined, low, and no paleontological resource potential.  

In order to assess whether a particular project area has the potential to contain significant fossil 
resources at the subsurface, it is necessary to review published geologic mapping to determine the 
geology and stratigraphy of the area. Geologic units are considered to be “sensitive” for paleontological 
resources if they are known to contain significant fossils anywhere in their extent. Therefore, a search of 
pertinent local and regional museum repositories for paleontological localities within and nearby the 
project area is necessary to determine whether or not fossil localities have been previously discovered 
within a particular rock unit. For this Project, a museum records search was conducted at the Los 
Angeles County Museum of Natural History (LACM) on February 4, 2016. The records search was 
supplemented by a review of the University of California Museum of Paleontology’s (UCMP’s) online 
database, which contains paleontological records for Los Angeles County.

Resource Context

The Project is located in the Los Angeles Basin, a northwest-trending lowland plain at the northern end 
of the Peninsular Ranges geomorphic province of California (Yerkes and Campbell, 2005). The coastal 
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plain of the Los Angeles Basin is approximately 50 miles long and 20 miles wide and is defined by 
Yerkes et al. (1965) as the region bounded by the Santa Monica Mountains to the north, the Elysian and 
Puente Hills on the east, and the Santa Ana Mountains and San Joaquin Hills in the southeast. The Los 
Angeles Basin is underlain by a structural depression that was the site of extensive accumulation of 
interstratified fluvial, alluvial, floodplain, shallow marine, and deep shelf deposits on underlying 
Mesozoic metamorphic and granitic plutonic basement rocks. Sediment accumulation and subsidence 
occurred there since the Late Cretaceous and has reached a maximum thickness of more than 20,000 feet
(McCulloh and Beyer, 2004; Norris and Webb, 1976; Yerkes et al., 1965). During that time, fluctuations 
(transgressions/regressions) in relative sea level related to tectonic uplift, subsidence, and Pleistocene 
glaciation resulted in both marine and terrestrial sedimentary deposits throughout the Los Angeles Basin. 
By the Miocene, the large depositional basin extended to the areas now occupied by the Santa Monica 
Mountains, the San Fernando Valley, the southern foothills of the San Gabriel Mountains, the Santa Ana 
Mountains, and the San Joaquin and Palos Verdes hills. The southwestern Los Angeles Basin near the 
Project area is predominately underlain by Miocene deep marine deposits; Pleistocene marine terrace 
deposits, including the San Pedro Formation and Palos Verdes Sand; Quaternary nonmarine terrace, 
alluvial fan, floodplain, and eolian and beach sand deposits; and artificial fill (Woodring et al., 1946).  

According to published geologic maps, the Project area is directly underlain by Holocene coastal 
sediments that consist of unconsolidated, well-sorted, fine-grained dune sand and beach sand (Qds, Qs)
(Dibblee, 1999) (Attachment 1).  Fossil localities have not been previously recorded within the 
Holocene dune and beach sand because deposits such as these typically have a very low potential for 
fossilization of biologic material due to their young age (McLeod, 2016). According to Dibblee (1999), 
it is likely that these young surficial deposits shallowly overlie older Pleistocene marine deposits 
referred to as the San Pedro Sand, a unit within the fossiliferous San Pedro Formation (Jacobs, 2005; 
Woodring et al., 1946). The San Pedro Sand is primarily composed of horizontally- and cross-bedded 
fine to medium grained, tan to orange sand and silt deposited in a shallow marine environment (Powell 
and Stevens, 2000). According to published literature, the San Pedro Sand is associated with numerous 
vertebrate fossil localities, including marine and terrestrial mammals, fish, sharks, and birds. The depth 
at which the San Pedro Sand underlies the surficial dune and beach sand in the Project area is unknown 
but may exceed 50 feet bgs (Dibblee, 1999; Woodring et al., 1946). Therefore, the likelihood of Project-
related excavations to reach underlying intact San Pedro Sand is considered low. 

Records Search Results 

The LACM reports that there are no previously recorded localities within the surficial dune and beach 
sand mapped at the surface of the Project area. However, LACM museum collections identify three 
vertebrate localities that were recorded nearby from within older fine-grained Pleistocene-age 
sedimentary deposits, including LACM 4444 east of the Project area near Crenshaw Boulevard and 
190th Street, which yielded fossil specimens of horse (Equus sp.), and whale (Cetacea), at a depth of 15 
feet bgs; LACM 1839, southeast of the Project area, near Crenshaw Boulevard and 236th Street, that 
produced a specimen of horse, recovered from 35 feet bgs; and, LACM 2035 near Prairie Avenue and 
139th Street, northeast of the Project area, which produced a fossil specimen of mammoth (Mammuthus
sp.) at an unreported depth (McLeod, 2016). A supplemental review of online museum collections 
records maintained by the UCMP identified no previously recorded vertebrate localities from the 
Quaternary dune deposits in the vicinity of the Project area; however, the UCMP online database (2016), 
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indicates there are at least ten vertebrate fossil localities within nearby Pleistocene marine and 
nonmarine sedimentary units, which are likely similar to those deposits that underlie the Project area.
Recovered fossil specimens include horse, lion, camel, saber-tooth cat, rodent, rabbit, sloth, bison, dire 
wolf, and bird.  

Findings and Recommendations 

Based on the literature review and museum records search results, the paleontological sensitivity was 
determined in accordance with the SVP’s (2010) sensitivity scale. The unconsolidated Holocene dune 
and beach sand are determined to have a low paleontological resource potential because the deposits are 
likely too young to contain fossilized material. Therefore, impacts to paleontological resources are not 
anticipated as a result of the Project and further paleontological resource management is not 
recommended. However, should the Project-related ground-disturbing activities extend into sensitive 
Pleistocene age alluvial deposits that are buried at unknown depth within the Project boundary, then 
further paleontological resource consultation may be required. In the event an unanticipated fossil 
discovery is made during the course of Project development, then in accordance with SVP (2010) 
guidelines, a qualified professional Paleontologist should be retained in order to examine the find and to 
determine if further paleontological resources mitigation is warranted.

It has been a pleasure assisting you with this Project. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at hclifford@appliedearthworks.com or (626) 578-0119. 

Sincerely,

Heather Clifford
Associate Paleontologist
Applied EarthWorks, Inc.  
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City of Hermosa Beach
Civic Center, 1315 Valley Drive, Hermosa Beach, CA  90254-3885   Tel: (310) 318-0235 

 

December 8, 2016 

Andrew Salas, Chairman 
Gabrieleño Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation 
P.O. Box 393 
Covina, CA 91723 
gabrielenoindians@yahoo.com

RE:  30-Day Notice: Tribal Consultation per Assembly Bill 52  
Strand and Pier Hotel Project Environmental Impact Report 

Dear Chairman Salas, 

The City of Hermosa Beach is preparing an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed 
Strand and Pier Hotel Project (Project), which would consist of a three-story hotel, including 
ground floor retail and restaurant uses, located at the northeast corner of Pier Avenue and The 
Strand in Hermosa Beach, California. The Project site is comprised of seven legal parcels totaling 
approximately 39,950 gross square feet (sf), including City right-of-ways along Beach Drive and 
13th Court, which are proposed to be vacated as a part of the proposed Project. The Project site 
includes the following addresses: 11, 19, and 21-25 Pier Avenue; 1250, 1272, & 1284 The Strand; 
and 20, 30, & 32 13th Street. These properties are currently developed and occupied by restaurants, 
bars, retail shops, and service providers, including the Mermaid Restaurant (Assessor Parcel 
Number [APN] 4183-002-001 & 002), The Deck and Good Stuff (APN 4183-002-003), Hermosa 
Cyclery (APN 4183-002-004), Killer Shrimp, Pier Surf Shop, Scapegoat and Jacob Shaw, Inc. 
(APN 4183-002-017), as well as two residential apartments (APN 4183-002-018 & 019). 

The proposed Project would involve the construction and operation of a three-story mixed-use 
boutique hotel, 30 feet in height with a 24-foot subterranean basement. The hotel would include 
approximately 155,030 sf of total gross floor area and would provide approximately 100 hotel 
rooms, 178 on-site parking spaces, and 22,461 sf of retail, restaurant, and public uses. The first 
floor would support a hotel restaurant as well as publically-oriented ground floor retail and 
restaurant space along Pier Avenue and The Strand. The proposed Project would also include a 
rooftop terrace and second floor courtyard terrace, as well as a fitness center and spa, meeting 
room, banquet room hotel support uses, and parking within two subterranean floors. The primary 
hotel entrance would be off of 13th Street; however, hotel entries as well as entries serving retail 
and commercial uses would be available off of Pier Avenue and The Strand. 

State law under Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52; Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1) allows 
California Native American tribes 30 days to request consultation regarding possible significant 
effects that implementation of the proposed Project may have on tribal cultural resources. The 
request must be in writing to the City of Hermosa Beach and must identify a lead contact person. 
If the tribe would like to request a consultation, please send your written request to Ken Robertson, 
Community Development Director, City of Hermosa Beach, 1315 Valley Drive, Hermosa Beach, 



CA 90254 by January 7, 2016. The City of Hermosa Beach will begin the consultation process 
within 30 days of receiving the tribe’s request. The consultation may include a discussion 
concerning the environmental review necessary for the proposed Project, the significance of tribal 
cultural resources discovered, the significance of the proposed Project’s impacts on tribal cultural 
resources, and, if necessary, alternatives or appropriate measures for preservation or mitigation 
that the tribe may recommend.   

The consultation does not limit the ability of the tribe to submit information to the City of Hermosa 
Beach regarding the significance of the tribal cultural resources, the significance of the proposed 
Project’s impact on tribal cultural resources, or any measure the tribe feels are appropriate to 
mitigate the potential impacts. If you wish to informally submit information, written comments 
may be sent to Ken Robertson, Community Development Director, City of Hermosa Beach, 1315 
Valley Drive, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254. General comments may also be submitted to the City 
of Hermosa Beach via e-mail at hotelEIR@hermosabch.org, though transmittal of confidential 
information, such as the specific location of a cultural resource, is not recommended. In such 
instances you should notify the City of Hermosa Beach via formal letter, in person, or over the 
phone as the confidentiality of information transmitted via e-mail cannot be ensured. 

Your tribe’s input is important to the City’s planning process. We request that you advise us as 
early as possible if you wish to consult on the proposed Project. If you require any additional 
information or have any questions, please contact me at (310) 318-0242. Thank you for your 
assistance. 

Sincerely,

Ken Robertson, Community Development Director 
City of Hermosa Beach 

Enclosure: Project Location Map 
Link to City web page with detailed info on proposed development: 
http://www.hermosabch.org/index.aspx?page=504  
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City of Hermosa Beach
Civic Center, 1315 Valley Drive, Hermosa Beach, CA  90254-3885   Tel: (310) 318-0235 

 

December 8, 2016 

Joseph Ontiveros, Cultural Resources Director 
Soboba Band of Luiseño Indians 
P.O. Box 487 
San Jacinto, CA 92581 
jontiveros@soboba-nsn.gov 

RE:  30-Day Notice: Tribal Consultation per Assembly Bill 52  
Strand and Pier Hotel Project Environmental Impact Report 

Dear Mr. Ontiveros, 

The City of Hermosa Beach is preparing an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed 
Strand and Pier Hotel Project (Project), which would consist of a three-story hotel, including 
ground floor retail and restaurant uses, located at the northeast corner of Pier Avenue and The 
Strand in Hermosa Beach, California. The Project site is comprised of seven legal parcels totaling 
approximately 39,950 gross square feet (sf), including City right-of-ways along Beach Drive and 
13th Court, which are proposed to be vacated as a part of the proposed Project. The Project site 
includes the following addresses: 11, 19, and 21-25 Pier Avenue; 1250, 1272, & 1284 The Strand; 
and 20, 30, & 32 13th Street. These properties are currently developed and occupied by restaurants, 
bars, retail shops, and service providers, including the Mermaid Restaurant (Assessor Parcel 
Number [APN] 4183-002-001 & 002), The Deck and Good Stuff (APN 4183-002-003), Hermosa 
Cyclery (APN 4183-002-004), Killer Shrimp, Pier Surf Shop, Scapegoat and Jacob Shaw, Inc. 
(APN 4183-002-017), as well as two residential apartments (APN 4183-002-018 & 019). 

The proposed Project would involve the construction and operation of a three-story mixed-use 
boutique hotel, 30 feet in height with a 24-foot subterranean basement. The hotel would include 
approximately 155,030 sf of total gross floor area and would provide approximately 100 hotel 
rooms, 178 on-site parking spaces, and 22,461 sf of retail, restaurant, and public uses. The first 
floor would support a hotel restaurant as well as publically-oriented ground floor retail and 
restaurant space along Pier Avenue and The Strand. The proposed Project would also include a 
rooftop terrace and second floor courtyard terrace, as well as a fitness center and spa, meeting 
room, banquet room hotel support uses, and parking within two subterranean floors. The primary 
hotel entrance would be off of 13th Street; however, hotel entries as well as entries serving retail 
and commercial uses would be available off of Pier Avenue and The Strand. 

State law under Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52; Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1) allows 
California Native American tribes 30 days to request consultation regarding possible significant 
effects that implementation of the proposed Project may have on tribal cultural resources. The 
request must be in writing to the City of Hermosa Beach and must identify a lead contact person. 
If the tribe would like to request a consultation, please send your written request to Ken Robertson, 
Community Development Director, City of Hermosa Beach, 1315 Valley Drive, Hermosa Beach, 



CA 90254 by January 7, 2016. The City of Hermosa Beach will begin the consultation process 
within 30 days of receiving the tribe’s request. The consultation may include a discussion 
concerning the environmental review necessary for the proposed Project, the significance of tribal 
cultural resources discovered, the significance of the proposed Project’s impacts on tribal cultural 
resources, and, if necessary, alternatives or appropriate measures for preservation or mitigation 
that the tribe may recommend. 

The consultation does not limit the ability of the tribe to submit information to the City of Hermosa 
Beach regarding the significance of the tribal cultural resources, the significance of the proposed 
Project’s impact on tribal cultural resources, or any measure the tribe feels are appropriate to 
mitigate the potential impacts. If you wish to informally submit information, written comments 
may be sent to Ken Robertson, Community Development Director, City of Hermosa Beach, 1315 
Valley Drive, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254. General comments may also be submitted to the City 
of Hermosa Beach via e-mail at hotelEIR@hermosabch.org, though transmittal of confidential 
information, such as the specific location of a cultural resource, is not recommended. In such 
instances you should notify the City of Hermosa Beach via formal letter, in person, or over the 
phone as the confidentiality of information transmitted via e-mail cannot be ensured. 

Your tribe’s input is important to the City’s planning process. We request that you advise us as 
early as possible if you wish to consult on the proposed Project. If you require any additional 
information or have any questions, please contact me at (310) 318-0242. Thank you for your 
assistance. 

Sincerely,

Ken Robertson, Community Development Director 
City of Hermosa Beach 

Enclosure: Project Location Map 
Link to City web page with detailed info on proposed development: 
http://www.hermosabch.org/index.aspx?page=504 
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